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Dear  [Guest speaker name],

We are delighted to welcome you to the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Fairbanks. Thank you for accepting our invitation to speak on Sunday, [month/date]. We hope you’ll enjoy yourself and find your time well spent. This letter tells you a little about the Fellowship and what to expect when you arrive. If you are unfamiliar with Unitarian Universalism, you can learn more about its history and practice at uuff.org or at the national UU website, uua.org.

We are a lay-led fellowship (we have no minister). On the Sunday you will be speaking, [lay leader name] will lead the service. The lay leader will select other worship elements (readings and music) to complement your presentation and provide overall balance and unity to the service, which starts at 10:30 a.m.

Plan to arrive by 10:15 a.m., introduce yourself to the lay leader if s/he hasn’t done so first, and take a seat near the front of the sanctuary. When it is time for you to speak (about 30 minutes into the service), the lay leader will introduce you. If you haven’t yet given us a title for your talk and short bio about yourself, please do so. Your presentation should last 20 minutes, or a bit less if you want to allow time for questions. (People may also ask you questions after service during coffeehour.)

We’re an informal group that dresses casually (anything from jeans to office wear) and laughs easily. Although predominantly liberal and middle-class, the 50 to 75 adults you will see on Sunday morning are politically and economically diverse and were brought up in a variety of religious faiths. We are open and affirming to all people, regardless of sexual orientation or gender identity. Theologically, we run the gamut from atheists and agnostics to pantheists and monotheists. 

Unitarian Universalism is based on religious freedom. We do not tell people what to believe. Instead, we provide a beloved community in which individuals, working together and alone, are encouraged to find answers that are meaningful in the context of their own lives. We draw on all sources of knowledge—personal experience, religious texts, science and reason, faith and intuition—in the search for answers. The most well-received talks are those that make us think, inspire us to action, and speak to our daily lives.

Early in the service we set aside five minutes for a story or short dialogue with our preschool and elementary-age children. If your topic and skill lend themselves to this (or if you know a storybook illustrating your theme that someone else could read), please let the lay leader know. Older youth will stay for the whole service.

We look forward to your visit!

In faith, 

[Your Name] ([phone, email])
You can contact [first last], your lay leader, at [phone, email]
4448 Pikes Landing Rd.
Messages / 907.451.8838
Web / www.uuff.org

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
E-mail / info@uuff.org


